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(From the Originals in the Virginia State Archives.) 



(Continued) 
At a Council held at the Capitol Nov. 9th, 1738. 

Present: 
The Governor 
Mr. Com'y Blair Wm Randolph 

Jno. Robinson John Tayloe 

Jno. Carter Phil'p Lightfoot 

Jno Grymes Thos. Lee, Esq. 

Francis Hern is appointed an Inspector at Roy's Warehouse. 

The Office of Adjutant General being Vacant by the death 
of Maj'r Ab'm Nicholas, & the Board being sensible of what 
use the continuance of that Office will be towards the training 
& disciplining of the Militia, It is therefore resolved that Capt. 
Isham Randolph* a Gentleman well known & universally [be- 

*lsham Randolph, son of William Randolph ( ist) of "Turkey Island," 
lived at " Dungeness " Goochland County. He was member of the 
House of Burgesses for Goochland at the sessions of Nov. 1738, and 
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loved] acceptable in the Country Be & is hereby appointed Ad- 
jutant General in the room of the said Nicholas. 
John Custis Esq'r present. 

May, 1740. He died in 1742 and was buried at "Turkey Island." His 
epitaph is as follows: 

Sacred to the Memory 
of Col. Isham Randolph 
of Dunginess in Goochland County 
Adjutant General of this Colony 
He was the third son of William Randolph 
and Mary his wife. 
The distinguishing qualities of the 
Gentleman he possessed in an 
eminent degree: To justice 
probity & honour so firmly attached 
That no view of secular interest or 
Worldly advantage, no discouraging 

frowns of fortune could alter his 
steady purpose of heart. By an easy 
compliance and obliging deportment 
he knew no enmey, but gained Many 
friends, thus in his life meriting an 
universal esteem. He died as uni- 
versally lamented Nov'r, 174s age 57 
Gentle Reader go & do likewise. 

The following is an abstract of Isham Randolph's will: Have prom- 
ised Peter Jefferson /200 sterling on his marriage with my daugh- 
ter Jane. Give to unmarried daughters jfaoo sterling each, " if my 
estate will raise so much." Bequest to three sons. To wife Jane my 
lands in Goochland and Amelia and slaves. " Whereas, I have in poss- 
ession (in right of my wife) certain leasehold estate of yearly value and 
a certain sum of money, jointly with her, by a decree in Chancery 
chargeable on Kenton, the estate of William Lilburn, Esq., deceased, in 
the Bishoprick of Durham, and also another sum of money, the legacy, 
of Elizabeth Lilburn, to be paid by her executors when the estate of 
Kenton is sold, which money my wife, I apprehend, has a right to 
without my bequest." William Randolph, Esq , Col. Richard Randolph, 
William Randolph, Jr., Beverley Randolph and Peter Randolph guar- 
dians, to children. Dated April 6, 1741. Codicil: Legacies to Sister 
Stith, and to my son William a negro left him by my father William 
Randolph. Witnesses: Tarlton Fleming, Wm. Redford and Hannah 
Fleming. Proved in Goochland Dec. ai, i74«- 

Isham Randolph married Jane Rogers, of Shadwell, London, Eng- 
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A petition of David Mossom Jun'r* Praying a License to prac- 
tise as an Attorney in the County Courts of this Colony being 
read at the Board is refered to Rich'd Francis Esq'r Barrister 
at Law to examine the Petitioners qualifications & make report 
thereof to this Board. 

A Petition of John Chapman Praying a License to practice as 
an Attorney in the County Courts of this Colony being read at 
the Board is referred to Mr. Attorney General to examine the 
Petitioners qualifications & make report thereof to this Board. 

Sundry Petitions, for Land were read & granted as follows 
Vizt: 

To Henry Childs two thousand Acres in Amelia County 
about two Miles above the Mountains. + To Michael Holland, 

land. Her will dated Dec. 5, 1760, was proved in Goochland July 21, 
1761. She gives her son Isham the land called Dungeness (3000 acres) 
and makes bequests to her sons William and Thomas and daughter 
Elizabeth Raley, Dorothea Woodson, Ann Pleasants, and Susanna 
Randolph. 

Their daughter Jane Randolph married in 1738 Peter Jefferson, and 
was the mother of Thomas Jefferson. There was evidently through 
Mrs. Randolph a relationship to an English family of Lilburn, and it 
would be an interesting fact for students of heredity if it should be as- 
certained that Jefferson had any of the blood of John Lilburn in his 
veins. 

•David Mossom, Jr., was a son ot Rev. David Mossom, of St. Peter's 
Parish, New Kent County, the minister who officiated at the marriage, 
of Washington. 

fit is difficult to say exactly where the land included in this grant lay 
but in the vaguely denned limits of frontier counties at the time, it is' 
probable that it was in the present Cambell County. 

The numerous grants, included in this instalment of the' journals 
show the rapid movement of population westward and give, approxi- 
mately, its limits. At this time the population, very thin it is true on 
the outskirts, extended from the Potomac to the James quite up to the 
foot of the Blue Ridge. From the James the boundary seems to have 
been, approximately, along the western lines of the present Campbell, 
Charlotte and Mecklenburg Counties. There were doubtless "camps" 
and squatters farther west, and perhaps a few actual settlers. In the 
Valley a long thin line of settlers, principally Germans, extended from 
the Potomac to the present Harrisonburg, and the Scotch-Irish were 
coming to Beverley Manor and Borden's Grant, in the present Augusta 
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Henry Chiles, Alex'r Tynson, James Walker & Joseph Walker 
ten thousand Acres in Brunswick & Amelia Counties on the 
head of falling River to begin at the said Tynsons Camp. 

To Chr. Clark & Charles Lynch three thousand Acres on 
Towtea Creek joining on Maj'r John Boiling's line to extend 
Northward towards Hardaway River. 

To John Pleasants ten thousand Acres on the head branches 
of Appamattock River in Amelia & Gooch'and Counties joining 
to an Entry already entered for with the Surveyor of Amelia 
County & to have an inclusive Patent for the whole. 

To John Ganaway four thousand Acres beginning at a white 
Oak on Vaughns Creek in Amelia County mark'd I G thence up 
the said Creek & over the Ridge to the branches of Cubb 
Creek. 

To Philip Thurmer one thousand Acres on Phills Creek in- 
cluding one hundred Acres already patented by him & to have 
an inclusive Patent for the whole in Goochland County. 

To Henry Childs eighteen hundred Acres lying on Appamat- 
tock River in Goochland County about two Miles above the 
Mountains* already laid off in several Surveys & to have an in- 
clusive Patent for the whole. 

To James Nevil two thousand Acres beginning at a great Hill 
about half a Mile above Elk Islandf joining on the lines of Jos- 
eph Mayo, Hooper, George Carrington his own line, 

James Daniels, Wm. Cannons & Sam'l Glovers & to have 
an inclusive Patent for the whole. 

To Nowel Burton Sixteen hundred Acres joining four hundred 
Acres already patented being the Plantation where he now lives 
on Willis's Creek in Goochland County joining the lines of 

and Rockbridge. It will be noted that there are but few grants in the 
Valley in this instalment. The settlers there were buying from the 
grantees of the great tracts which have been previously referred to in 
this Magazine. 

*At this time Goochland also included the present counties of Flu- 
vanna, Albemarle, Amherst Campbell, Nelson, Buckingham, Powhatan 
and Cumberland. The mountains referred to were probably the South 
West Mountains in Albemarle. 

fElk Island in James River in the upper part of the present Goochland. 
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Thomas Bassett, Jacob Michaux & Joseph Dab — & to have an 
inclusive Patent for the whole. 

To Richard Clough John Key & John Ragland Six thousand 
Acres in Goochland County on the South ffork of James River 
and Pedlar River.* 

To Robert Lewis one thousand Acres on the branches of Ivey 
Creekf in Goochland County joining his own line & the lines of 
Mr. Holland & Capt. Hudgson. 

To John Mayes Eight hundred Acres adjoining- John Ellis's 
upper line running on both sides flatt Creek in Amelia County 
& so up the Creek for Compliment. 

To Wm. Watson fifteen hundred Acres on both sides of 
Mallorys Creek beginning at some Marked Trees at the Mouth 
of a Branch thence up & down the Creek for Compliment. 

To Nicholas Davies Leave to have an inclusive patent for three 
Tracts of Land of Sixteen thousand & eighty, two thousand 
& twenty & eight hundred Acres to be joined together by one 
hundred Acres of Land of Richard Parsons on Muddy Creek in 
Goochland County. 

To Charles Burker two thousand Acres lying upon a branch 
of Sandy RiverJ beginning at William Ligings line & running 
up the Pole branch on both sides for Compliment in Amelia 
County. 

To William Hudson twelve hundred Acres on the head 
branches of a Mountain Creek joining Abraham Martins En- 
try at Gravilly Horse Pen in Amelia County. 

Whereas notwithstanding therepeated Orders of the Govern- 
ment that no person not having the License of this Board 
should be admitted to enter for more than four hundred Acres 
of His Majestie lands Yet divers Persons of small Substances in 
Combination with the Surveyors have made seperate Entries for 
large quantities of Land lying contiguous to one another with- 
out such License & frequently keep the same on foot for a long 
time to the exclusion of other His Majesties Subjects who would 
take up & Cultivate the same. 



* In the present Amherst County. 

t Ivy Creek in the present Albemarle 

t Sandy River in the present Prince Edward. 
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And whereas all such Entries made without the Orders of the 
Government are illegal & void. It is therefore Ordered by the 
Governor by & with the advice & consent of His Majesties 
Council the several Surveyors within this Colony do observe 
as a general Rule to admit of no Entries for any greater quantity 
of His Majesties . Lands in one or more Tracts lying con- 
tiguous to one another than four hundred Acres for any per- 
son whatsoever nor Survey any Entries already made for any 
greater quantity without the License of this Board for so doing 
as they will answer their Contempt in a matter which His Ma- 
jesties Interest & the Improvement of this Colony. 



Nov'r 13th, 1738. 
The Governor 
Mr. Com'y Blair John Ciistis 

Wm. Byrd Wm. Randolph 

Cole Diggs John Custis 

John Robinson John Tayloe 

John Carter Thos. Lee, Esq'rs . 

Pursuant to an Order of this Board the 26th of October last 
Wm. Wilkins & Thos. Short Inspectors at Maycocks Ware- 
house this day Reported that they had viewed and Examined 
upwards of sixty hhds of Tobacco brought thither from Wico- 
comico on the Account of John Wilson Merchant which was 
own'd by the Inspectors at Wicocomico to have been pass'd at 
that Warehouse & that they had brought Samples of several 
hhds thereof which they produced at this Boatd & it appearing 
that the said Tobacco is very, bad & unfit to have been pass'd, 
It is therefore the opinion of the Council & accordingly Ordered 
that the said Inspectors at Wicomico for neglect of their duty in 
the passing the said Tobo. be & are hereby removed from 
acting any longer in the Office of Inspectors. 



Novemb'r the 17th, 1738. 
Present : 
The Governor 
Mr. Comissary Blair John Grymes 
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Wm. Byrd Wm. Randolph 

Cole Digges J no. Tayloe 

J no. Robinson Philip Lightfoot 

Jno. Carter Thos. Lee, Esq'rs. 

On reading the peticon of Jno. Tennant and hearing the 

Testimony of 

November the 18th, 1738. 
Present : 
The Governor: 
Mr. Comissary Blair John Grytnes 

Wm. Byrd Wm. Randolph 

Cole Digges Jno. Tayloe 

Jno. Robinson Philip Lightfoot 

John Carter Thos. Lee, Esqr's. 

Ordered That Elias [Ellis] Gill & Rostari Bates be appointed 
Inspectors at Wicocomicoin the room of the former Inspectors 
who for misbehaving themselves in their Office were removed. 



November 23d, 1738. 
Present: 
The Governor 
Mr. Com'y Blair John Grymes 

Wm. Byrd JohnCustis 

Cole Digges Wm. Randolph 

John Robinson John Tayloe & 

Jno Carter Thos. Lee, Esq'fs. 

On hearing this day at the Board the Petition of Samuel 
Tscheffely* praying a grant for twenty thousand Acres of land 
on some of the Main branches of James River next adjoining to 
the Lands already granted for the settlement of divers ffamilies 
of Swiss and German Protestants which he proposes to import 
in or to make provision for a larger Number, It is Ordered 

•There is no record of this grant in the Land Books. There is how- 
ever in the records incidental mention of Tscbeflfeley. The name is 
that of a distinguished Bernese family. 
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that leave be granted the Petitioner to enter for twenty thous- 
and Acres of Land not already granted on any of the branches 
of James River & that he have a patent for the same upon his 
bringing in to this Colony within two Years from this date one 
person for each fifty Acres otherwise to pay Rights for the 
same as usual. 

And it is further Ordered that after the Petitioner has chosen 
the said quantity of Land no other person presume to enter for 
the same until the Expiration of the said two Years, but in case 
the Petitioner shall not import in that time the full number of 
persons intended or purchase Rights for the Surplus then his 
Grant to be void. 



November 27th, 1738. 
Present: 
The Governor 
Mr. Comissary Blair John Custis 

Wm. Byrd Wm. Randolph 

John Robinson John Tayloe 

John Carter Philip Lightfoot & 

John Grymes Thomas Lee, Esq'rs. 

Mr. John Mercer* Attorney at Law making humble suit to 

♦John Mercer, distinguished lawyer and author of the well-known 
Abridgment of the Laws of Virginia. He was son of John and Grace 
(Fenton) Mercer, of Dublin, was born in Church street, in that city on 
February 6, 1704, was educated at Trinity College, and, coming to 
Virginia, settled at Marlborough in Stafford county, one of the towns 
which had been authorized by the Assembly, but which had never 
prospered. Mr. Mercer was an active and energetic man of business, 
and soon bought up the vacant lots which constituted most of the town, 
secured long leases for several adjoining plantations, and made im- 
provements, stated in a deed dated 1755, to the amount of ^5,000. He 
is best known by his Abridgment, which was the first digested code 
printed in Virginia. Editions were published at Williamsburg in 1737. 
and at Glasgow, Scotland, in 1759. In the Virginia Gazette, April 17- 
May 4, 1739, is advertised as just ready for the press : "A Continua- 
tion of the Abridgment of the Public Acts of Assembly of Virginia. 
By John Mercer, Gent. Containing the Acts of the last Session of 
Assembly, and such Precedents as were omitted in the former Abirdg- 
ment. With Directions for the better understanding of the several 
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this Board to be restored to the liberty of practising at Prince 
William County Court in consideration of his having much bus- 
Tables, and for altering such Clauses of the former Acts as are repealed 
or in any way interfere with the Laws of the last Session " The same 
paper of August 31-September 7, 1739, announces that this book had 
just been published. It is very rare, ^here being no copy in any library 
in Richmond. 

John Mercer enjoyed a very extensive practice; but for a time preced- 
ing the order given in the text, had been disbarred for violent behavior 
in connection with a case in Prince William County Court. He died at 
his seat "Marlborough,'' which had been converted into a plantation, 
on October 14, 1768 The Virginia Gazette, (Purdte and Dixon) 
October 27, 1768, has the following notice of his death : "On Friday, 
the 14th instant, died after a short illness at his seat at Marlborough, 
Stafford county, aged 64, John Mercer, Esq., for many years a very 
eminent lawyer, and remarkable for his assiduity in his profession. He 
was a Gentleman greatly esteemed, and of consequence is much 
regretted. ' ' Rind's Virginia Gazette of the same date has this obituary : 
"On Friday, the 14th instant, died at his house in Stafford county, John 
Mercer, Esq., who had practised the law with great success in this 
colony upwards of forty years. He was a Gentleman of great natural 
abilities improved by an extensive knowledge, not only in his profession, 
but in several other branches of polite literature. He was of a humane, 
generous and chearful disposition; a facetious comnanion, a warm friend, 
an affectionate husband, a tender parent, and an indulgent master." 

He was an active member of the Ohio Company, and in addition to 
large business and landed interests in Virginia, owned property in 
Ireland. In Westmoreland county is a deed dated June 12, 1742, from 
James Mercer, of Stafford county, gent., one of the sons of John Mercer, 
late of Dublin, Ireland, merchant, by Grace his wife, to John Mercer, of 
Marlborough, Stafford county, eldest son of the said John Mercer, [of 
Dublin] reciting a suit lately pending in the Court of Chancery of Ireland, 
when the said Grace Mercer, and James and John Mercer, parties to 
these presents, and Joseph, Mary and Jemima Mercer, the other children 
of the said John and Grace were plaintiffs vs. Win. Alcock and Richard 
Leigh, surviving executors of Wm. Alcock, deceased, and others 
defendants, on hearing of which case, June 27, 1738, before the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland, it was directed that upon the said plaintiffs 
paying to the said defendants /i,493, 2, 4, with interest, they were 
entitled to the redemption of the mortgaged property, viz : one holding 
in Kilmainham held by the said John Mercer [Sr.] by lease for 41 years 
from March 25, 1704; a lease of several houses in 1 " St. James street 
[Dublin ?]; one fee farm lease of St. James street; one lease from the Poor 
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iness of his own to attend there & several of his former Clients 
requesting his Assistance in his business. It is the Opinion of 

House; one in St. James street from James Topham, and all that part of 
the Strand back of Lazy Hill. All interests conveyed by the deed to 
John Mercer (Jr.) 

John Mercer possessed a large library, of which Mr. R. A. Brock has 
a catalogue. It consisted of 1,500 volumes, one-third of which were 
law books. 

The family was a highly talented one and various members .rendered 
distinguished public service. James Mercer, brother of John of "Marl- 
borough," was a resident of Virginia before 1745, and left the colony as 
an officer of a company raised for the expedition against Carthagena. 
He returned in 1755 as captain in the 18th regiment of foot, Col. Dunbar, 
in the expedition against Fort Duquesne, and continued in service until 
his death in 1758 or ^59, when he was a major. He was unmarried. 
{French and Indian War Land Bounty Records, Virginia Stale Land 
Office.) 

John Mercer, of "Marlborough," was twice married and had issue : 
I. George, served in the French and Indian war as a captain in the 
Virginia regiment in 1754, under Col. Fry and continued in service until 
the regiment was disbanded. In 1755 he commanded an independent 
company in the expedition against Fort Duquesne. He also had a 
company in the regiment commanded by Washington and was promoted 
to lieutenent-colonel of that command by Byrd, and served therein 
until it was disbanded (Land Bounty Recordt). He was a Burgess for 
Frederick county 1761-65. He went to England as an agent of the 
Ohio Company, but afterwards gained great unpopularity in Virginia by 
accepting a post as one of the collectors under the Stamp Act. He 
was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of North Carolina, September, 
1768, and died in London, April, 1784. He married in England, August 
I 5. 1767, a daughter of Christopher Nevell, of Lincoln, England. 
Among the manuscripts in the collection of this Society are several 
amusing letters from him at the time of his marriage, which was a run- 
away match. II. James, an eminent lawyer. Beginning with the session 
of November, 1762, he represented Hampshire county in the House of 
Burgesses continuously until 1775, sixteen sessions, and in all the con- 
ventions of 1775 and 1776. He was chosen a member of the general 
Committee of Safety, August 17, 1775, and of the Council of State in 
1776; was member of Congress 1779-80; appointed a judge of the 
General Court November 30, 1781, and of the Court of Appeals, Novem- 
ber 18, 1787, and was Grand Master of Masons in Virginia. He was 
father of the distinguished Charles Fenton Mercer (1778-1858), M. C. 
1816-1840. III. John Fenton, ensign 1754, in Fry's Virginia regiment. 
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this Board & accordingly Ordered that the s'd Mercer be re- 
stored to his Practice in the s'd County he behaving himself with 
that decency towards the Justices & uprightness in his practice 
as becomes him but if any misdemeanor shall hereafter be proved 
against him that then he be Suspended from practising as an 
Attorney in that or any other Court in this Dominion. 

On reading this day at the Board a Representation from the 
Inhabitants of Lancaster County complaining of the inconvenient 
Situation of their Court House which is inaccessable to most of 
the Inhabitants except by Water & that too under the disad- 
vantage of a very bad landing And praying relief therein The 
Governor with the Advice of the Council was pleased to Order 
as it is hereby Ordered that the Justices of the said County do 
with all convenient speed cause a new Court House to be 
Erected & built in the Old ffeild where the General Musters of 
the Militia in that County have been usually convened & that 
when the same shall be so erected the Monthly Courts for the 
same County be thereafter held at that place. 



December 13th, 1738. 

Present: 

The Governor 

Mr. Comissary Blair Wm. Dandridge 

Wm. Byrd Jno. Custis 

Jno. Robinson Wm. Randolph 

French and Indian war, lieutenant in Robt. Stewart's company of horse 
in the Fort Duquesne expedition, and captain in Washington's regiment. 
Was killed in action {Land Bounty Records); IV. John Francis 
(1759-1821) served in the Revolution as lieutenant 3d Virginia, February, 
1776, wounded at Brandywine, promoted captain 1777, major and aide 
to General Lee, June 8, 1778, resigned October, 1779, lieutenant-colonel 
Virginia State cavalry in service at the battle of Guilford and else- 
where; member of Congress, 1782-85; removed to Maryland and was 
Governor of that State 1801-3; IV. Robert, several times in the Virginia 
House of Delegates; commenced in February, 1799,' the publication in 
Fredericksburg of a Republican paper, "The Genius of Freedom," and 
died September 11 of that year; V. Anna married Samuel Selden, of 
"Salvington," Stafford county; VI. Maria, married Richard Brooke, of 
King William; VII. Grace Fenton, married Muscoe Garnett, of Essex. 
John Mercer's armorial book-plate is well known to collectors. 
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John Carter John Tayloe 

John Grymes Ph. Lightfoot & 

Thos. Lee., Esq'rs. 
On the application of John Tayloe Esq'r in behalf of himself 
and other Adventurers in Iron Mines* praying leave to import 
from Maryland some of the Iron Oar of that province for the 
more easy fluxing of the Oar in their Mines without being 
obliged to pay the Port Duties or other Fees chargeable on 
Vessels importing Goods & Merchandize, It is accordingly 
Ordered that the Naval Officers of the several Districts into 
which any Oar shall be Imported do not require the Port duties 
or other ffees (except for a Permit only) for any Vessels import- 
ing Iron Oar from Maryland for the use of the Iron Works here 
so as such Vessels do not carry any other Goods & Merchandize. 



December the 14th, 1738. 

Present: 
Mr. Com'y Blair John Grymes 

Wm. Byrd John Custis 

Jno. Robinson Wm. Randolph 

John Carter John Tayloe & 

Philip Lightfoot, Esq'rs. 

On Consideration of a dispute between Mr. Charles Carter & 
Mess'rs Harmer & King Merchants touching the Right to a sum 

♦In the will of John Tayloe, dated Jan. 13. 1744, he bequeaths to his son, 
5,000 acres in Prince William county whereon was Neabsco furnace. The 
example of Governor Spotswood, '' The Tubal Cain of Virginia," was 
quickly followed by the establishment of otht-r furnaces and forges 
There is no information available as to who were John Tayloe's associ- 
ates in the Neabsco furnace He was apparently not a member of the Prin- 
cipio Company, all of whose members, except Augustine Washington, the 
father of George Washington, were Englishmen. This latter company 
was chiefly interested in Maryland; but operated successfully Accokeek 
furnace in Stafford Co., Va., which was built about 1725. In 1750,410 
tons of pig iron were sent from Accokeek to England. The Pennsylva- 
nia Magazine oj History and Biography for 1887 contains an interesting 
history of the Principio Company. 



VIRGINIA COUNCIL JOURNALS. 237 

of Money given to Dr. John Tennant* by the Gen'l Assembly & 
claimed by each party as Creditors to the said Tennent, It is 
the Opinion of the Council that the most equitable way is to 

*Dr. John Tennant, of Spotsylvania or Caroline County, was a promi- 
nent physician of the time. He gained considerable note by his advo- 
cacy of the virtues of the Seneca Rattle-Snake Root as a specific 
for many diseases; but especially for pleurisy. The Virginia Ga- 
zette, 1736 40, contains much matter in regard to him. He appears 
from a letter in the Gazette to have commenced the practice of medi- 
cine in Virginia about 1725, and to have made a visit to England 
about 1735-6. He there obtained the friendship of such distinguished 
physicians as Mead and Monro. These gentlemen gave him the fol- 
lowing credentials for a doctors degree at Edinburgh: 

" We whose names are underwritten, do certify, That having exam- 
ined and conversed with Mr. John Tennant, and having enquired into 
his Character, of which he has good Testimonials from Virginia, where 
he has lived and practised Physick for about Ten Years; We do find 
him well qualified for the Degree of a Doctor in Physick, and do there- 
fore recommend him to the Professors of the University of Edin- 
burgh, that he may be admitted to that Degree. 

Tho. Pellet, Praese, 
R. Mead, 

Ja. Monro." 

Tennant appears not to have received the degree. 

In 1736 he published what was probably the first work on medicine 
printed in Virginia. In the Virginia Gazette, Sept. 3-10, 1736, it is ad- 
vertised as follows: 

"Just Published, 

An Essay on the Pleurisy. By John Tennant. Williamsburg.- 
Printed and sold by William Parks Price is. lod.J^." 

In the Gazette, October 1-8, 1736, in a letter dated Williamsburg, Oc- 
tober i, 1736, to Sir Richard Meade, M. D., giving an account of his 
success in the use of Rattlesnake Root in cases of gout and pleurisy. 
In the same paper he advertised for sale 1000 acres in Orange County. 
In the Gazette of January 30 July 7. 1738, and succeeding dates, appears 
a lengthy advertisement by John Tennant, giving proposals for printing 
by subscription " A Treatise on the Diseases of Virginia and Th Neigh- 
boring Colonies " It is not believed that this work, which would have 
been of great interest, was ever printed. 

Tennant seems to have had enemies in Virginia, and in the Gazette 
of September 15-22. 22-29, 29-October 6, and October 6-13, was printed 
a long " Memorial, humbly, addressed to the learned, impartial, and 
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divide the Money between them if they will acquiess in such a 

determination. 



December 19th, 1738. 
Present : 
The Governor 
Mr. Com'y Blair John Grymes 

Wm. Byrd John Custis 

John Robinson Wm. Randolph 

John Carter John Tayloe & 

Philip Lightfoot Esq'rs. 
Ordered that a new Commission issue for the County of 
Princes Anne. 

Also a new Commission for. the County of Orange with the 
Addition of the Persons recommended to be Justices for the 
said Counties respectively. 

Sundry Petitions for leave to take up His Majesties Lands 
were read & granted as follows viz : 

To Thos. Gilliam One thousand Acres in Brunswick County 
on both sides of Meherrin River joining to the Land of Henry 
Briggs. 

To George Waiting fifteen hundred Acres on Rattle Snake in 
Brunswick County. 

To David Walker One thousand Acres in Prince George 
County joining his own land on Buck Skin Creek & bounded 
by the lines of Robt. Mundford & Joseph Stroud. 

To Richard Jones One thousand Acres in Amelia County 

judicious World, by John Tennant, Practicioner in Medicine." In spite 
of opposition, probably from other physicians, TVnnant's ideas in regard 
. to the Rattlesnake Root gained popular favor, and the Assembly, which 
adjourned December 22d. 1738, resolved, " That the Sum of One Hun- 
dred Pound?, be paid to Mr. John Tennant. for publishing his Discovery 
of the Use of the Seneca Rattle-Snake Root." As is seen in the text 
the poor physician reaped no pecuniary benefit from this gift. 

John Tennant married in Spotsylvania County (license dated June 
1, 1730), Dorothy Paul, and has descendants. Dr. John Tennant, of 
Port Royal, Caroline Co., a distinguished physician during and after 
the Revolution was probably his son. 
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joining the Land he now lives on beginning on his lower line 
next the Sweet House Branch. 

To Sam'l Ridgway One thousand Acres in Goochland County 
joining to Henry Cary Anthony Sharoon & John Pains Land on 
or near Willis's Creek. 

To Sam'l Cobbs two thousand Acres upon Camp Creek in 
Amelia County. 

To Edward Broadnax fourteen hundred & fourteen Acres 
lying on both sides Willis's Creek in Brunswick County. 

To Anthony Hoggat leave to add four hundred Acres for the 
conveniency of building a valuable Mill to Six hundred Acres 
Surveyed for him & Joseph Dabbs on Appmattock River. 

To Robt. Mundford two thousand Acres on Finny Wood* 
beginning at Mr. Ravenscrafts Corner in the County of Bruns- 
wick joining his own Survey. 

To James Mundford four thousand Acres on the South side 
Appamattock River including the Lands he bought of Thomas 
Ellis Nicholas Overby, Wm. Bowen John West Richard Alley 
& to take up all the Waste Land joining on William Crawley & 
Laugh Flynn's line & to have an inclusive Patent for the whole. 

To Nowel Burton Sixteen hundred Acres in Goochland 
County beginning on Mr. Henry Carys line on the North side 
Willis's Creek & extending thence to the lines of Digges & such 
other Courses as make up the Compliment in one or two 
Surveys. 

To William Cannon & Wm. Radford two thousand Acres in 
Goochland County joining on John Boiling. 

To John Boiling five thousand Acres in Brunswick County on 
the Branches of falling River joining to the Ridge between the 
said Branches of falling River and Rock Island Creek in one or 
more Surveys. 

To Peter Jefferson two thousand Acres upon Davis's Creek 
beginning near the Great Pass that opens upon the Tent branch 
in one or more Surveys in Goochland County. 

To Isham Randolph twelve thousand Acres joining to the 
twenty thousand Acres lately granted to Wm. Randolph John 

*In the present Mecklenburg County. 
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Harmer & Walter King on the branches of Rock fish & Tye 
Rivers in one or more Surveys. 

To Anne Johnson twelve hundred Acres adjoining to the 
Lands of Colo. Merriwether & Love Statham in Hanover 
County. 

To Wm. Randolph, John Harmer & Walter King twenty 
four thousand Acres beginning at a Mountain called the Wart 
to Run West & North West under the blue Ridge of Mountains 
in one or more Surveys. 

Ordered Thai a new Commission of the Peace issue for the 
County of King & Queen & that John Robinson be placed in 
his former Rank next to Colo. George Braxton & Mr. Humphry 
Hill next after Mr. Philip Roots. 

Ordered that a new Commission of the Peace issue for the 
County of Middlesex & that Mr. Rich'd Corbin be ranked next 
after Mr. Ralph Wormely in the Quorum, that Mr. Mountegue 
be next to the Quorum & Doct'r John Mitchel* added to the 
said Commission. 

•Dr. John Mitchell was one of the most eminent Virginia physicians 
of his day. He is stated to have been born in London and to 
have died there in March, 1768. His Virginia home was Ur- 
banna Middlesex county. Dr. Mitchell acquired considerable repu- 
tation by his researches in botany, and gave much valuable infor- 
mation on American flora to Linnaeus, who bestowed Mitchell's name 
on the " Mitchella repens." Among his researches in this science are 
"D ssertatio brevis de Principio Botanicorum et Zoologorum," dedicated 
to Sir Hans Sloane, and dated Virginia, 1 738, and "Nova Plantarum Gen- 
era." dedicated to Peter Collinson (1741). These were afterwords col- 
lected and published (Nuremberg, 1769). Mitchell was a fellow of the 
Royal Society and contributed to its " Transactions " " Essay on the 
Causes of Different Colors of People in Different Climates," in which he 
argues that influeuce of climates and modes of life are sufficient to ac- 
count for differences of color (1744). " Essay on the Preparation and 
Uses of Various Kinds of Potash " ( 1748), and " Letter Concerning the 
Force of Electrical Cohesion." Among his manuscript papers was one 
on the "Yellow Fever in Virgmiain 1737-42," with correspondence with 
Benjamin Franklin, which was published with additional papers on this 
subject, by Dr. Benjamin Rush in the fourth volume of the " American 
Medical and Philosophical Register " (1755) He is also credited with 
the authorship of " A Map of the British and French Dominions in 
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Ordered That a new Commission issue for the County of Lan- 
caster & that Mr. Jesse Ball & Mr. Rich'd Chichester be added 
to the said Commission. 

Luke Smith is appointed an Inspector at Shochoes Ware- 
house in the Room of Mr. James Cocke. 



Dec'r 21st, 1738. 
Present : 
The Governor 
Mr. Com'y Blair John Custis 

Wm. Byrd John Tayloe 

John Robinson Philip Lightfoot & 

John Grymes Thos. Lee Esq'rs. 

On reading this day at the Board the Petition of divers Mer- 
chants Traders Inhabitants of the Borough of Norfolk* repre- 
senting that the greatest part of their dependance & Support 
arises from their Trade carried on in Ships & other Vessels en- 
North America" (London, 1755); "The Contest in America between 
Great Britain and France" (anonymous, about 1757); and "The Present 
State of Great Britain and North America." 

*The banks of Elizabeth River and its branches were quite thickly set- 
tled at an early period; but the history of Norfolk proper began in 1680 
when the legislature passed an act directing the establishment of a 
town in Lower Norfolk County on Nicholas Wise's land on Elizabeth 
River at the entrance of the branch. It was erected into a borough by 
a charter dated September 15, 1736, and by the 24th Act of Assemby of 
August of that year {Hening IV, 541) the charter was confirmed. The 
new borough advanced rapidly in population and wealth. An account 
by an English traveller published in the London Magazine 1746 says 
that a great number of vessels were fitted out there for trade to the 
Northward and to the West Indies. 

The future historians of Norfolk and its vicinity will be under a heavy 
debt of obligation to Edward Wilson James, of Norfolk, late a member 
of the Executive Committee of this Society whose recent death has been 
so much regretted. Mr. |ames for a number of years compiled, edited 
and published entirely at his own cost, the Lower Norfolk County Vir- 
ginia Antiquary, and made accessible for the the first time a great mass 
of documents, chiefly from the records of Norfolk, and Norfolk and 
Princess Anne Counties. His patriotic work was a notable contribu- 
tion to our history. 
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tirely belonging to that Town & that they are under great 
hardships by reason of the Residence of the Custom House 
Officers on the North side James River whereby they are under 
a necessity to employ Boats & hands to repair to Hampton to 
enter & clear out their Vessels & even for a single Permit to 
export the Commodities from one District to another & praying 
that a Deputy may be appointed to reside in the said Borough 
with power to enter & clear their Vessels & grant them Permits, 
It is this day Order by the Governor in Council that the Naval 
Officer & Collector of the lower district of James River do ap- 
point a fitt Person to reside at the said Town of Norfolk & to 
grant Permits for the lading & unlading of all Ships & Vessels 
belonging to the said Town & to take Bonds for the duties of 
Liquors Imported during the present Winter Season & until 
further Order be given therein upon a full hearing of the Pe- 
titioners & the Officers of the said District in Council at the 
next General Court. 

Whereas by an Act pass'd this Session of Assembly there is 
vested in the ffeofees of the Town of York* a small parcel of 

*This old town, made forever historic by the events of the Revolution, 
had its origin in the early "York Plantation", whose history has been 
given by President Tyler in the William and Mary Quarterley II, 3-21. 
In 169 1 the Assembly directed that a town bo laid out on York River on 
Mr. Benjamin Read's land. This was the begining of Yorktown proper. 
In 1705 an elaborate act for ports and towns was adopted, and York 
was one of the places included. In 1697 {Hening III, 146), the County 
Courthouse was removed to the town, and it soon became the seat of a 
prosperous trade. While the town was never large its merchants did 
a great business, and a number of handsome fortunes were accumu- 
lated. 

The traveller whose account was published in the London Magazine 
in 1746, (and which was reprinted in the Richmond Standard in 1878) 
gives the following description of the town at that time: 

" Yorktown, capital of the County of that name, is situated on a ris- 
ing ground, gently descending every way into a valley, and tho' but 
stragglingly built, yet makes no inconsiderable figure. You perceive a 
great air of opulence amongst the inhabitants who have (some of them) 
built themselves houses equal in magnificence to many of our superb 
ones at St James as those of Mr. Lightfoot, Nelson, &c. 

" Almost every considerable man keeps an equipage, tho' they have 
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Land lying on the River side to be used as a common for the 
said Town upon payment of One hundred Pounds Current 
Money to Mr. Gwynn Reid which is to be raised by taxing the 
several Proprietors of Land in the s' d Town And whereas part 
of the said common hath been appropriated for Erecting a Fort 
& Battery for the defence of the Road & port of the said Town. 

It is Ordered that the Sum of twenty pounds being propor- 
tionable to the value of the Land so appropriated be paid out of 
the Revenue of 2s. p hhd to the Feofies to enable them to satisfy 
the s'd in full satisfaction for the Land afores'd pursuant to ye s'd 
Act of Assembly. 

Morris [Maurice] Smith is appointed an Inspector at Manti- 
pike in the Room of James Fergusson who upon a Trial in the 
Gen'l Court is found unworthy to hold the said Office. 

The following Petitions for leave to take up his Majesties 
Lands were read & granted Vizt. 

To Charles Lewis One thousand Acres on Green Creek & 
Rock fish River already Surveyed in Goochland County. 

To Chr. De Graffenreed* two thousand Acres joining his own 
Land in Brunswick & Amelia Countys. 

no concern about the different Colours of their Coach horses, driving 
frequently black, white and chestnut in the same harness. The taverns 
are many here and much frequented, and an unbounded, licentiousness 
seems to taint the morals of the young gentlemen of this place. The 
courthouse is the only considerable publick building, and is no unhand, 
some structure. The most considerable houses are brick; some hand- 
some ones of wood — all built in the modern taste — and the lesser sort of 
plaster. There are some very pretty garden spots in the town; and the 
avenues leading to Williamsburg, Norfolk, &c, are prodigiously agree- 
able. The roads are, as I said before, some of the best I ever saw, and 
are infinitely superior to most in England. 

" The country surrounding is thickly overspread with plantations, and 
the planters live in a manner equal to men of the best fortune; some of 
them being possessed of 500 or 1,000 1. a year sterling." 

Yorktown's existence as a prosperous town was terminated by the 
seige of 1781. 

*The grantee was Christopher De Graftenreidt, son of Baron Christo- 
pher De GrafFenreidt of Bern, Switzerland, the founder of New Berne, 
N. C, and Regina Tscharner, his wife. After the failure of the North 
Carolina settlement Baron De Graffenreidt and his family came to Vir- 
ginia. The son married Barbara Tempest Needham and his many de- 
scendants. 
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February the 20th, 1738. 
Present: 
The Governor. 
Mr. Com'y J. Custis 

W. Byrd P. Lightfoot, Esq'rs. 

This day Capt. ffrancis St. Clair late M'r of the Ship Oliver of 
Cow [Cowes] appeared before the Gov'r & Council and was 
exam'd touching ye loss of the said Ship and the passengers 
therein. 

Ord'd that the goods secured be brought up to Wmsburgh 
and deposited here till the property can be proved. 

That the persons imported who cannot prove paym'tofhis 
passage be sold. 

That the Marshal be sure to receive from ye Sherif of Eliza. 
City the goods saved there. 

That Colo. Walk receive & send up what is in Pr. Anne. 
James Wood appointed Rec'r on the duty on skins & furs 
also of the duty on Liquors. 

Pet'n of Alex'r Maurchtoon granted. 

Embry's pet'n &c. for 1000 Acres land in Brunswick. 

Nevil's pet'n for 1200 in Goochl'd. 

On reading at this Board the humble petition of Alex'r Mant 

a Christian Sapony Indian setting forth 

[Blank] 



April 2 1st, 1739. 

Present: 
The Governor. 
Mr. Com'y Jno. Grymes 

W. Byrd J. Custis 

C. Digges W. Randolph 

J. Robinson P. Lightfoot 

Thos. Lee, Esq. 
His Ma'tys approbation of the Act in 1736 for confirming 
titles to lands in the Northern neck read and ordered to be 
recorded ye Sec'rys office. 

A Letter from the Board of trade dat'd August last was read. 
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Mr. Sec'ry & Colo Tayloe Present. 

On hearing this day the Compl't of Chas. Carter, Esqr & T. 
Turner ag't Antho. Strothers one of the Inspectors at Falmouth. 

It is the opinion of the Board that both ye s'd Strothers & ye 
other Inspector be removed for not destroying Trash tobo. & 
for Strothers selling Liq'r at his office. 

Ord'd that ^500 worth of R" [Rights] be issued. 

New Com'r for Orange County. 



April 27tl 


1. 




Present: 






The Gov' 


r 






Colo. 


Custis 




Colo. 


Randolph 




Colo. 


Tayloe 




Colo. 


Lightfoot 




Colo. 


Lee 



Mr. Com'y 

C. Byrd 

Cole Digges 

Col. Robinson 

Mr. Secretary 

Colo. Grymes 
On hearing this day at the Board the matter in dispute between 
Colo. Beverley, R'd Tunstall & others, It is Ordered that the 
Surveyor be at liberty to receive Entrys & make Surveys with- 
in ye bounds granted to the s'd Rich'd Tunstall and also to J no. 
Marton, Jno. Lewis & Ed Barradall it appearing they have not 
ent'd their Orders with ye Surveyors in due time. 



May the 1st, 1739. 
Present. 

The Gov'r & all ye Council except Colo. Dandridge. 

On consideracon of theAcco't of P. Leheup, Esq' r for ex- 
penses in sollicking the Act confirming Titles to ye lands in 
ye N'n Neck Ord'd to be all'd. 

The Acc't of Conting't Charges & ab't the Gov'rs house 

Exam'd & allowed. 

Ord'd that Sam'l Baron be appointed to give Security for 
finishing ye works at point Comfort before any more money be 
advanced to him And that the C'lk take bond of him for the 
same that ye brick work be p'd at 40s. p. thousand. 

(to be continued.) 



